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Senator Bettencourt and Fellow Committee Members,

Thank you for holding this public hearing and for giving me the opportunity to testify on behalf of 

Senate Bill 1. I am speaking in support of this bill because it returns a modicum of control back to us—

the plundered—from taxing entities—those who seize our money.

“Those who seize our money” is no hyperbole! If I refuse to pay my property tax, I will be 

ultimately evicted and jailed. Nobody considers the check written to their county tax assessor a 

charitable donation.

The property tax code as written today creates an inherent conflict between Caesars, the taxing 

entities who seize our money, and property owners. Why do we see in this room elected officials and 

their employees begging to continue plundering their residents unencumbered? Why do we see their 

own residents here, pleading to have more say so in the amount of money seized? Because the residents 

have had so little influence on their tax bill and the Caesars know it!

Although my wife and I paid off our mortgage in 2000, we are forced to effectively rent it from 

Caesar at an exorbitant rate. When 15% of my annual income is taken by Caesar, I have less to donate 

to real charities. Fixed income retirees like us are being priced out of homes. Why? Because we have 

insufficient control over the spending habits of our landlords.

I find it outrageous that local elected officials and their employees—city, county and school—have 

the gall to object to a bill that gives their residents more say so in the amount of money they seize! 

When most homeowners are clueless about their tax bill because it is rolled into their mortgage 

payment, and the Caesars have been successful in pointing to the property appraisal office as the 

bogeyman, these Caesars don't want to rock the boat.

Committee members, I urge you in the name of liberty, justice and transparency, pass Senate Bill 1 

and do all in your power to persuade the Texas House to do likewise. To do anything less further 

jeopardizes a bedrock principle of Texas: our sacred right to property.

Thank you.


